
Mission
Seattle Arts & Lectures 
cultivates transformative 
experiences through story 
and language with readers 
and writers of all 
generations.

Vision
SAL envisions a future 
in which story and 
language continuously and 
courageously revitalize 
equity, justice, and 
belonging.
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Values
Belonging. We believe access 
is core to belonging, and we bring an 
intersectional lens to breaking down 
historical and societal forces that create 
and enforce racial, economic, access, 
and geographic barriers. We strive to 
foster spaces where all community 
members feel valued, invited, and 
welcomed in a spirit of mutual inspiration 
and exchange.

Racial Equity. We bring an anti-
racist lens to all of our programmatic and 
budgetary decisions to work against the 
historical and present-day effects of white 
supremacy. We prioritize, amplify, and 
celebrate the voices, stories, and lived 
experiences of writers and readers who 
identify as Black, Indigenous, and people 
of color in the community and beyond.

Transparency & Trust.
We build trust through transparency 
in our processes, decision-making, 
follow-through, and accountability. We 
prioritize thoughtful, intentional action; 
responsiveness over reactivity; and 
regular, open, and honest communication 
centered on community feedback.

Curiosity. We cultivate curiosity—
in our audiences, students, staff, and 
community members—by providing 
opportunities for wonder and learning 
that are rooted in humility and make 
visionary futures possible.

Joy. We value the joy forged through 
individual acts of reading and writing 
and the connection and community 
created through the sharing of stories.



STAFF
Woogee Bae 
events & annual giving manager

Betsey Brock 
development director

Letitia Cain 
patron services associate

Indira Dahlstrom 
youth programs associate

Mary R. Dwyer 
director of finance & operations

Camille Hermida-Fuentes 
administrative associate 
Garfield Hillson 
wits program manager

Rebecca Hoogs 
executive director

Jennifer Lobsenz 
youth programs director

Emmy Newman 
public programs associate

Grace Rajendran 
marketing manager

Alison Stagner 
director of events & 
outreach

Haines Whitacre 
donor relations associate

sal is grateful for the other 
staff who contributed to the 
2022/23 season:
Amanda Carrubba | 
Mickee Cheung |Alicia 
Craven | Piper Daugherty | 
Christina Gould 

Last year was a time of continued transformation, 
growing momentum and, after years of constant 
pivoting, a chance to look to the future. 
Thanks to strong support for our youth programs, increased ticket sales, a 
sold-out gala, and incredible support from donors like you we ended the 
year well in the black. Thank you! 

We  welcomed two new staff members to our Youth Programs team, 
nurtured new writers-in-residence, and returned to pre-pandemic service 
levels through our Writers in the Schools (WITS) program. Last year’s WITS 
program brought sequential creative writing inspiration to 4,500 students 
at 31 K-12 public schools in 4 school districts and at two Seattle Children’s 
sites. Our Youth Poetry Laureate & Fellowship program, mentored by 
Arianne True and Sasha LaPointe, supported 13 amazing youth poets 
growing into their lives as artists and activists. 

We  saw audiences grow and felt the joy rise up and ripple out. Patti Smith 
rocked Town Hall with her stories, songs, and photos. Kids and adults alike 
agreed that Jason Reynolds is our hero. We cheered with  Benaroya Hall full 
again for Isabel Wilkerson, Louise Penny, and Tom Hanks. Our free event with 
Ross Gay (thanks to a partnership with the Marguerite Casey Foundation) 
invited us into a “lab of wonder and care.” And our commitment to continuing 
free and greatly reduced ticket prices as well as online programming ensured 
that everyone, whoever or wherever they are, belongs at SAL. 

Acclaimed travel writer, Pico Iyer, remarked with surprise and admiration 
that Seattle is one of the few places where audiences prefer a lecture over a 
conversation. This community, I told him, thrives on depth. Attention is a gift, 
and we value communal listening, learning, and the potential for connection 
and transformation that occurs in an encounter with language and ideas. In 
every space that SAL inhabits we strive to cultivate  the conditions for depth, 
attention, and transformation. 

Lauri Conner             Rebecca Hoogs
board president            executive director

I am proud to be part of a community that values creative and critical 
expression, and I am so grateful to you for supporting SAL’s work. 

With appreciation,



 
2022/23 BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Lauri Conner 
president

Kiran Griffith 
vice president

Carolyn Ainslie 
treasurer

Leigh Toner 
secretary

Karen Maeda Allman
Candace Barron
Stesha Brandon
Melanie Curtice
Debra D. Dahlen
Jim Duncan
Patricia Kiyono
Daphne Ming Durham
Susan Long-Walsh
Kelli Martin
Eric Gerard Parsons
Ben Rankin
Chuck Stempler
Sheehan Sullivan
Nicole Y. Walters
Jennifer Leatherman Wong

2023/24 new members

Allison Augustyn
Sunny Hong
Jamie Miller
Naria Santa Lucia 

2022/23 FI NANCIALS

i n c o m e
$3,456,000

34%  
Public 
Programs 
Income

19%  
Individuals

9% In-Kind

4% WITS Income

2% Public Support

25%  
Foundations

6% Corporations

1% Other Income

e x p e n s e s
$3,176,291

18%  
Fundraising

18% 
Youth  

Programs

11%  
Administration

9% In-Kind

44% Public 
Programs

61%  
of SAL’s income 
comes from 
charitable gifts

“This is just a quick note to tell you how much I enjoyed the SAL poetry 

program last evening. Having read the book included with this 

ticket, I thought I was prepared for the virtual reading. However, I 

was simply swept away by the beauty and power of the work when 

read by Jenny Xie. There simply isn’t anything like hearing the poets 

themselves. They are the same words on the same page, but the power 

is in the poet and it comes through the voice and demeanor.  

Thank you for continuing to bring these wonderful poets to Seattle.

SAL patron



PUBLIC 
PROGRAMS

“Sasha LaPointe’s 
conversation with Julian 

Aguon is the best thing 
I’ve heard all year. Thank 

you, SAL and Sasha, for 
introducing me to his work 

and his wisdom (and his 
fire!). I listened straight 

through. Then again, 
stopping the recording to 

jot down his language. 

SAL patron

“Jon Meacham was able  
to awaken in me my  

love of country.  
I didn’t expect this. 

SAL patron“Smith’s 90 minutes was 
perfect. Best cultural 

evening I’ve had in a long 
time. Filled my heart 

and mind. I’ve spent my 
entire adult life idolizing 

her—I could not have 
chosen a better idol. 

Thanks for hosting her 
in Seattle. I hope it was a 

huge boon for SAL. 

SAL patron

n e a r ly

1/4 
of all tickets were  

either free or  
reduced price.

75% of all tickets were 
issued within 
King County

but

50 
stat e s

We had ticket 
buyers from all 

63%

63% of all ticket holders joined us 
in-person, and 37% watched online.

We worked with 29  
community partners 
across 31 events

TICKETS ISSUED

30,903

75%
in tickets sold from 

last season to this one
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“In our classroom, we encourage students to be brave and 
try, and WITS did a great job bringing out the best in our 

students. I am absolutely thrilled with the results.

Classroom teacher

I loved how I 
could write 

about anything 
I wanted to; the 
freedom made 
me feel strong.

Writing the 
poem, I feel as 
if it unlocked a 
part of my soul.

I was able to 
put all of me on 

paper and that 
felt really nice.

I did a poem about 
music & I am VERY 
proud of it. Every 

time I read it it 
makes me a little 

happier.

I liked hearing 
& learning from 

someone who does 
writing as part of 

their job.

Seattle Arts & Lectures believes that literacy and a love for 
writing is a life-long process that starts in our public schools 
and connects directly to our public stages. Through our youth 
programs, SAL connects working professional writers with 
students and teachers to elevate and amplify the voices of 
students throughout the Puget Sound region.

22
WITS writers

5,162
K-12 students

234
classrooms

141
classroom teachers

33
public schools & 
hospital-based 

programs

84% 
of students reported feeling 

proud of their work.88% 
of students reported they expect to 

continue improving their writing skills.100%
of teachers agreed they enjoyed 

working with their WITS writers 

& would like to participate again.



 @SeattleArtsAndLectures         

 @SeaArtsLectures           

 @seattleartsandlectures lectures.org

Luminary $25,000+
Chris Capossela & Leigh Toner, Debra Dahlen 
& Bob Fries, Don Guthrie & Candace Tkachuck, 
Judy Pigott, Charles B. & Barbara Wright

Trustee’s Circle $10,000 to $24,999
Carolyn & Tim Ainslie, Peter Byers & Virginia 
Sybert, Jerry Calhoun & Andrea Wenet, Barbara 
Joan Christoffersen, Gaylee & Jim Duncan, Mary 
& James Dunnam, Lori Eickelberg, Chris Fassel 
& Alice MacCuish, Tim Griffith & Kirsten Murray, 
Pamela Gray & Ross Hays, Björn Levidow & 
Diana Knauf-Levidow, Anne & Steven Lipner, 
Pamela McCabe, Beth McCaw, Sheehan Sullivan 
& Peter Sullivan-Finch, Diana Tomseth, Martha & 
Scott Wiltamuth, Jennifer & Tracy Wong

Director’s Circle $5,000 to $9,999
Nancy & Craig Abramson, Ted & Dani Ackerley, 
Eve & Chap Alvord, Gregory & Beatrice 
Benesh, Stesha Brandon & Micah Skilling, 
Linda Breneman, Mark Butler, Jennifer Cast 
& Liffy Franklin, Jeannine & Dino Christofilis, 
Brett Clark & Jost Wanden, Melanie Curtice 
& Denise Boudreau, Randy Dixon & Deborah 
Haensli, Elizabeth Dunn, Graham Graham, Dan 
Grausz & Clare H Meeker, Toni Hoover & Al 
Nettles, Nancy Iannucci & Harvey Jones, Mary 
Ingraham & James Brown, Christopher Jones 
& Kira Sorensen, Heather & Ken Kelley, Jennifer 
Keough, Patricia Kiyono & Gregory Traxler, 
Kevin & Motomi Kudo-King, Kristin Martin, Jim 
& Mariette O’Donnell, Becky Roberts, Carmen 
Rojas, Liz & Steve Rummage, Arlene & Mark 
Tibergien, Marc & Nancy Tollefson, Marc & 
Nicole Walters, Brooke & Josh Williams

Laureate Circle $2,500 to $4,999
Anonymous(2), Virginia Anderson, Carole Rush 
& Richard Andler, Geoffrey & Anne Payne Barker, 
Donna Bellew, Dana Bettinger, Amy & Duff 
Bryant, Margot Kahn & Scott Case, Tony Cavalieri 
& Ellen Look, Krista & Peter Dalton, Greg Denton 
& Janice Dilworth, Elizabeth Dimalanta & Grant 
Gardner, Gary & Vicki Glant, Phil & Robyn Grad, 
Kip Robinson Greenthal & Stanley Greenthal, 
Kiran & K. Stephen Griffith, Jack & Pam Jolley, 

Harry Korrell & Teresa Low, Liz Mirante & Steve 
Kurtz, Jolene Logue, Mark Madsen, Karen Maeda 
Allman & Elizabeth Wales, Trish Maharam, Kelli 
Martin & Darius Cayetano, Sally McKenzie & 
Chuck Stempler, John & Eva Mitchell, Donna 
Moodie, Jewell Parker Rhodes, Mary Pigott, 
Ben & Margit Rankin, Naria & John Santa 
Lucia, Julie Santos & Tim Ufkes, Chris & Katie 
Schwartzenburg, Kim Brown Seely & Jeff Seely, 
Sam & Lisa Howe Verhovek

Literary Circle $1,250 to $2,499
Anonymous, James Acquavella, Jennifer Allen, 
Tony Allen & Kristan Parks, Jeff & Jennifer Belle, 
Barbara & Clint Bennett, Elizabeth Hoogs & Chris 
Burkland, Caitlin & John Cable, Michael Cheung, 
Matthew & Nina Chow, Elizabeth Choy & James 
Lobsenz, Pam & Oliver Cobb, Theodore J. Collins, 
Leslie Decker & James Rimmer, Isa Ellis, Val Ellis, 
Patty Haven & Hannah Fleischmann, Gabrielle 
Glemann & Paul Reinitz, Beck Hallmann, Lynn 
Hubbard & David Zapolsky, Jill Rullkoetter & 
Bill Hurley, Stephen & Suzanne Kalish, Maxwell 
Koziol & Justin Runquist, Deborah Leeding, Clay 
Martin & Robin Wehl Martin, Richard & Susan 
Masters, Robin Mendelson & Joss Delage, 
Richard Monroe, Robin Phillips, Sherry Prowda, 
Danna Redmond, Katie & Joshua Rosen, Jennie 
& Matt Shaw, Jenn St. Claire, Elke Suber, Karen 
Trilevsky, Andrea Voytko & David Glazer, Amy 
Wales, Susan Long-Walsh & John Walsh, Anne 
Webster, Julie Zunker, Gerard & Pamela Zytnicki

Benefactor $500 to $1,249
Anonymous, Diane Aboulafia & Peter Shapiro, 
Anne & John Adams, Robert & Sarah Alsdorf, 
Christian Amott & Sarah Burns, Kimberly & 
Scott Armstrong, David Barthold, Roger J. Bass 
& Richard Nelson, Salli & Steve Bauer, Rebecca 
Hoogs & Larry Benesh, Eric Berg & Rebecca 
Staffel, Sally Bjornsen, W. Brandon Blazer & 
Mary Frances Feider, Sarah Bluvas & Troy 
Hinkley, Harold Brandford & MJ Newhouse, 
David Brewster & Mary Sneeringer, Chris 
Brooks & Rebecca Calderara, Paula Becker & 
Barron Brown, Mary Rae Bruns, Carol & Jonathan 
Buchter, Janet Buttenwieser & Matthew Wiley, 

Catalina Cantú & Robert Flor, Karalyn Carlton, 
Jessica Carr, Julie & Ross Case, Andrea Caupain, 
Doug Chapman & Karol King, Marianne Clarke, 
Mary Clure, Lauri Conner & Leja Wright, Amy 
& Larry Corey, Martha Craig, Judy & Krijn de 
Jonge, Saskia de Jonge & Brett Miller, Charley 
Depew, Kris Doney, Tonya Dressel, Cristina 
& Robert Dugoni, Jemila Dwyer, Sean Dyers, 
Julie Edsforth & Jabe Blumenthal, Kate Elias & 
Brick Maier, James & Ann Ewel, Diana Falchuk, 
Ellen Ferguson, Barbara & Tim Fielden, Bruce 
Firestone, Kathleen & Steve Flenniken, Mimi Gan, 
Sean Goode, Andrew & Cristin Gordon-Maclean, 
Christina Gould, K Alicia Graves, Jordan Griffith, 
Betsy Lieberman & Richard Groomer, Mary Kay 
Haggard, Cheryl & Eric Hanson, Cindy Hastings, 
Sunny Hong, Frederick & Monica Huntsberry, 
Sally Hurst, Gretchen & Bruce Jacobsen, Tia 
& Trenton James, Zabrina Jenkins, Suzanne 
Johnston, Vicki Keough, Zeeba Khalili, Keiko 
Koizumi, Deneise Kopetzky, Erin Langner, 
Mandy Levenberg, Heather Lowenthal, Kelly 
Jo MacArthur, Bryce & Christin Mansfield, Sally 
Marks, Barbara Marshall, Danielle Marshall, 
Anne McDuffie & Tim Wood, Eliza Medearis & 
John Williams, Michelle Merriweather, Christine 
Foye & Rob Millis, Jane Muhich, Kathleen 
Myers, Greg & Lauri Nakamoto, Jane W. Nelson 
& James Oswald, Meri & Richard Nelson, Sierra 
Nelson & Chris Weber, Erica Nelson-Sheehan 
& Casey Sheehan, Ann Ongerth, Kathy Osler & 
Niall King, Pamela Ottaviano Rhodes & Kevin 
Traywick, Shawna Parker, Stewart Parker, Eric 
Gerard Parsons, Samuel Patton, Bill & Susan 
Potts, Tracy Pozil, Patricia Pugsley, Paula & Jeff 
Pyatt, Anne Redman, Eileen Rhee, Jennifer 
Risher, Christopher & Jennifer Roberts, Sarah 
and Bill Robertson, Leslie & Peter Robison, Hanh 
Rohan & Will Staehle, Megan Roseman, Renee 
Russak & Marci Pliskin, Stephen Saunders, Xixi 
Shakes, Lorelle & Dwayne Shearer, Jeannine & 
Ron Sielinski, Ann Speckman, Jessie Swisher 
Spiers & Matthew Spiers, Linda Stone, Rashelle 
Tanner, Andrea Templeton, Laura Trimingham & 
William Hicks, Bill & Donna Van Buren, Shauna 
Van Dongen, Moya Vazquez, Padmaja Vrudhula, 

Kira Druyan & Joel Walker, Patricia Wallace, Dina 
& Mike Wampold

Sustainer $250 to $499
Monica Adams, Sara Addicott, Dawn Aiken, 
Jaime Drozd, Susan Anawalt, Dawn Austin, 
Robert Bareuther & Gina Davis, Sara Bathum 
& Stacy Branum, Jessica Walker Beaumont & 
Sidney Beaumont, Lynn & Howard Behar, Bojan 
Belic, Meredith Benesh, Melissa & Rudi Bennet, 
Roger Berger & Eileen Simmons, Maren Bisson, 
Sandra Bown, Toby Bright & Nancy Lee Ward, 
John & Patsy Burgess, Barbara Cairns, Craig, 
David & Sharon Campbell, Jennifer Christison, 
Mimi Cook, Ann Senechal & Howard Cutler, 
Nicole Dietrich, Beth Donahoe, Daphne Durham, 
Deborah Dwyer & Jay Field, Suzanne Edison, 
Dorothy & Robert Emerick, Keyuna Evans, Stacy 
Flood, Sally Fouche, Rebecca & Mark Francis, 
Jonathan & Louise Franklin, Lindsay Frickle, Laura 
A. Gamache, Daniel Gould, Doug & Peggy Hanel, 
Cathi & Ken Hatch, Nancy Reichley & Timothy 
Higgins, Sarah Hodges, Scarlett Hunter, Bion 
Hart Johnson & Diana Xin, Christine Pozerycki 
& Randy Katz, Jessica Kennedy, Kristin Kihs, 
Mari Kim, Margaret Kineke, Pamela Krueger, 
John & Laura Kvasnosky, Jeff Lehman, Mary Jo 
Leventhal, Arlene Levy, Sheila Lewis, Ruby Love, 
Mary & Thomas Mara, Tyra Mariani, Jason McLin, 
Jamie Miller, Mary Minoo, Bobby & Michelle 
Moore, Anne & Shirish Mulherkar, Julie Myers, 
Maggie & Trevor Neilson, Sharon Nelson, Sarah 
Nelson Smith, Ron Neubauer, Julee Neuhart, Tom 
Nissley& Laura Silverstein, Nancy Nordquist, Julie 
Wegener & Peter Ophoven, Brendan & Christian 
Patrick, Katy Philips, Eric Piekarz, Deborah Pisano, 
Anne Pound, Joan Rabinowitz, Carol Raitt, Emily 
Raymond, Paula Riggert & Michael J. Stevens, 
Bill Riss, Sonya Schneider, Jay Schwartz & Deb 
Steinberg, Julia Sensenbrenner, Jill Servais, 
Barry Shandre, Eileen & Jim Simpkins, Leanne 
Skooglund, Christine Stepherson, Doug & 
Jessica Stone-Weaver, Corneil Vacirca, Marisa 
Walker, Karon Weber & David Appel, Dorie 
White, Jenny Wilkson, Tony & Cindi Williams, 
Sylvia Wolf & Duane Schuler, Nancy Yee

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Major Corporate & 
Foundation Support 
($10,000+) 
Amazon
Amazon Literary 
Partnership
ArtsFund
Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation
The Boeing 
Company
Charles B. & Barbara 
Wright
Constance Wealth 
Advisors
Davis Wright 
Tremaine
Discuren Charitable 
Foundation

Echo Fund
Elliott Bay Book 
Company
The Glaser 
Foundation
Mannix Canby 
Foundation
Marguerite Casey 
Foundation
Microsoft 
Corporation
Nesholm Family 
Foundation
Norman Raab 
Foundation
Perkins Coie
Petunia Charitable 
Fund
Pivotal Ventures

Seattle Foundation
Seattle University 
School of Law – 
Calhoun Family 
Fellowship
Teutsch Partners
Public Support
4Culture
City of Seattle Office 
of Arts & Culture
National Endowment 
for the Arts
Washington State 
Arts Commission
Washington State 
Department of 
Commerce
Additional Support 
Provided By

Adams Architecture
ATM International
Queen Anne Book 
Company
Stoel Rives LLP
Tulalip Tribes
University Book 
Store
University of 
Washington – Race & 
Equity Initiative
University of 
Washington Bothell 
– MFA in Creative 
Writing & Poetics
Washington Capital
In Kind Support
Aesop
Alaska Airlines

AlphaGraphics
ATM International
Baer Winery
Civilization
Conversation and the 
Nest Rooftop Bar – 
Thompson Seattle
Cupcake Royale
David’s & Co. in 
Benaroya Hall
The Four Seasons 
Hotel Seattle 
Fran’s Chocolates
Goldfinch Tavern
Guardian Cellars/
Newsprint
Hotel Sorrento
Libro FM 
Mamnoon, 

Mamnoon Street, 
and Mbar
Marjorie Restaurant
Mezcaleria Oaxaca: 
Capitol Hill
Partners in Print
Thompson Seattle
Tutta Bella
Media Support
Cascade Public 
Media (KCTS9/
Crosscut) 
Crab Creek Review
International 
Examiner
KING FM 98.1
KNKX 88.5
Poetry Northwest 
The Stranger

THANK YOU TO THE INDIVIDUAL 
DONORS AND SPONSORS WHO 
SUPPORTED SAL IN 2022/23

THANK YOU 
Seattle Arts & Lectures is deeply grateful to the following corporate, public, and 

foundation partners for their generous support of our work in 2022/23

https://www.facebook.com/SeattleArtsAndLectures/
https://twitter.com/SeaArtsLectures
http:// @seattleartsandlectures  
https://lectures.org/

