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My family is from Benin, West Africa. I connect with my dad's side more 
than my mom's. My home is in Washington, but emotionally, my home is in 
Chicago. We always go to Chicago in the summer. When we go to Chicago, 
we first visit my grandma Diane's house. I smell fried chicken and fried 
mac and cheese, and 2000s art is on the walls. And hear Tupac music in 
the backyard. Understanding, time, life, the feeling of safety. Those are the 
feelings that I feel in my grandma's house.

This broadside was created in celebration of Sea!le Arts & Lectures’ 
Writers in the Schools (WITS) program’s Year End Reading. It was 
wri!en at Big Picture School during the 2022-23 school year with 
WITS Writer-in-Residence, Putsata Reang.


