
Narrative is 
how we can 

remain bonded 
together. It’s 
important to 

make sure that 
people listen 

and talk to 
each other, 
not to just 

communicate.”

Michele Norris
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MISSION
Seattle Arts & Lectures 

cultivates transformative 
experiences through story 
& language with readers & 
writers of all generations.

Dear Friends, 

Last June, Seattle Arts & Lectures closed our 37th season with a sold-out event with Ocean 
Vuong, author of the bestselling novel Emperor of Gladness. The packed hall buzzed in 
anticipation as folks chatted, waiting to see the author. 

However, the evening quickly became about authors, plural, as we began the program by 
introducing a student poet from our Writers in the Schools program. If you have attended our 
events, you know this is a much-beloved ritual which twines together our Youth Programs 
and Public Programs, giving a youth poet the stage and a moment to shine. 

That evening’s featured youth poet was Pheakday Yim from the Seattle World School, 
a culturally and linguistically diverse Seattle Public School for newcomer secondary 
students. As Yim read his original poem, “My Frustrated Body,” Ocean Vuong watched 
backstage—just as riveted as the audience. At the end, the entire hall joyfully erupted to 
give Yim a standing ovation.

This moment of expansion, of connection, of delight—even of slight upending of 
expectation—was just one of so many moments of transformation that occurred last year. 

And it could not have happened without you. 

Many SAL authors have noted over the years that when you read their work, it is an act of 
co-creation. So too is the shared endeavor of the work of SAL. We could not have written 
the story of last year without you. Thank you. 

With your support, we co-created WITS programs at 39 schools and hospital sites, serving 
more than 6,000 public school students. Students who write their stories through WITS 
feel heard and feel seen. They report feeling greater self-confidence in all their work. They 
begin to engage more deeply in school and in their community. They become authors of 
their own lives. 

With your help, we connected people to ideas and each other through author events 
like Ocean’s, book programs like Summer Book Bingo, free reading parties, book clubs 
with partner bookstores, our podcast, and more. Readers who engage in SAL’s Public 
Programs feel less isolated, are more likely to read diversely, read for pleasure, volunteer, 
and engage in the civic life of their community. Whether it was in the space of a classroom, 
the space of a hall, or an online space, together last year we held space—for stories that 
connected us, challenged us, and changed us. 

With you, we had the best Words Bloom: SAL Gala of all time, exceeding our goal and 
raising almost $200k more than the year before! The community support for SAL was 
in full bloom this year, and it showed. I am proud to say that we expanded our staff, our 
budget, and ended last year solidly in the black. 

These are difficult times, times when community must come together like never before. 
In a time of misinformation and censorship, SAL will continue to uplift diverse stories and 
true tales—both from the best nationally known writers of our time and from the young 
people in our public schools. 

In an era of fraying civil discourse, SAL will continue to build our community’s capacity 
for creative and critical conversations. In a world that increasingly seeks to fracture our 
attention with algorithms, SAL will maintain our commitment to deep attention, to presence, 
and to attending. SAL will work to change the narrative for kids and adults who want to write 
a better world together—a kinder world, a more empathetic world. 

We are here to continue to serve readers and writers, and those who might be. We are here 
to be human together. Thank you for bringing words into the world with us. We couldn’t co-
create this story without you. 

In collaboration and community, 

Rebecca Hoogs, Executive Director
rahoogs@lectures.org

p.s. Over the last year, we have asked you for your thoughts on a new strategic plan for SAL, and 
in just a few months we will be sharing that vision with you. Thank you for your time, feedback, 
and investment in our shared work. Stay tuned for more very soon! 

VALUES
Belonging 

Racial Equity
Transparency & Trust

Curiosity
Joy

VISION
SAL envisions a future 

in which story & 
language continuously & 
courageously revitalize 

equity, justice, & belonging.



BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Kiran Griffith, 

President

Leigh Toner,  
Vice President

Sean Coury,  
Treasurer

Karen Maeda Allman, 
Secretary

Lauri Conner, 
Immediate Past 

President

Debra D. Dahlen
Jim Duncan
Sunny Hong
Mo Katibeh

Susan Long-Walsh
Kelli Martin
Jamie Miller
Nisha Nariya

Cambrie Nelson
Eric Gerard Parsons

Naria Santa Lucia
Karen Schartman
Sheehan Sullivan

Padmaja Vrudhula 
Megan Watts 

Brooke Williams

Many thanks to the 
dedicated Board 

Members who served 
during the 2024/25 
fiscal year: Allison 
Augustyn, Stesha 
Brandon, Bradley 

Lane, Ben Rankin, & 
Nicole Y. Walters

Financial 
Accountability

Your contributions, subscriptions, &  
ticket purchases made an impact last year!

81% of 
SAL audience 

members  
say they will  

recommend SAL  
events to others 

Our 2024/25 
Volunteer of 
the Year, Ronak 
Nisher, poses 
with SAL staff.

60
volunteers 

donated over  

1,300
volunteer 

hours! 

Audience members 
attending Percival 
Everett’s event.

Students representing our 39 WITS 
partner schools gathered in early June 
to perform their original writing for 
family and friends at a live event at 
Town Hall Seattle. 

Thank you 
for all of the 

incredible 
work that 

you and 
your team 
do for the 

greater 
Seattle 

community 
—we’re so 

thankful to 
be a part of 

it!”
Ballard 

Food Bank 

REVENUE
$4,248,517 

EXPENSES
$3,931,184  

Programming 
65%

Fundraising 
15%

Corporate 
7%

Public 
4%

In-Kind 
6%

WITS  
School 

Fees 
5%

Individual 
28%

Foundation 
14%

Interest/
Investments 

3%

Ticket Sales
33%

Administration 
20%

*Reported percentages are based on unaudited financial statements.

1,473 
people contributed

$1,196,267 
in gifts and pledges. 

THANK YOU!

More than 39,000 people 
engaged in SAL’s programming



OCT 20, 
2025 Elizabeth Gilbert

OCT 26, 
2025 Timothy Snyder

NOV 3, 
2025 Li-Young Lee

NOV 9, 
2025 Patti Smith

NOV 18, 
2025 Padma Lakshmi

NOV 19, 
2025 Murmurations

DEC 2, 
2025 Salman Rushdie

JAN 13, 
2026 Colm Tóibín

JAN 21, 
2026 Murmurations 

JAN 27, 
2026 Honorée Fanonne Jeffers

FEB 5, 
2026 aja monet  

FEB 24, 
2026

Cristina Rivera Garza 
& Javier Zamora

MAR 3, 
2026 James McBride

MAR 18, 
2026 Murmurations

MAR 21, 
2026

The SAL Gala: 
Words Bloom 2026

MAR 30, 
2026 Stephen Graham Jones

APR 7, 
2026 George Saunders

APR 9, 
2026 Emma Straub

APR 22, 
2026 Patrick Radden Keefe  

MAY 6, 
2026 Marlon James

MAY 12, 
2026 Emily Wilson

MAY 20, 
2026 Murmurations

MAY 21, 
2026 Tommy Orange
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Public Programs
SAL’s Public Programs showcase some of today’s most influential writers, storytellers, and 
thinkers for conversations that connect, challenge, and inspire. In the 2024/25 Season, SAL 
created spaces for people of all ages to joyfully connect to ideas and each other through 
27 author events, Summer Book Bingo, free reading parties, book clubs with partnering 
bookstores, our podcast, and beyond.

2024/25 
SAL STAFF

Samara Auman,  
Youth Programs 

Manager

Woogee Bae, 
Development Events 

Manager

Betsey Brock,  
Development Director

Letitia Cain,  
Patron Services 

Manager 

Mary Dwyer,  
Director of Finance  

& Operations 

Ivy Fan,  
Marketing  

Coordinator 

Garfield Hillson,  
Youth Programs 

Manager

Rebecca Hoogs, 
Executive Director 

Inez Maubane Jones,  
Corporate & 

Foundation Relations 
Manager

Jennifer Lobsenz, 
Youth Programs 

Director

Emmy Newman, 
Public Programs 

Associate

Amel Ntamark,  
Youth Programs 

Coordinator

Grace Rajendran, 
Marketing Manager

Alison Stagner, 
Director of Events & 

Outreach

Hendri Wa, 
Administrative 

Associate

Zoe Walker, 
Development 
Coordinator

Emma Wells,  
Box Office 

Coordinator 

Haines Whitacre, 
Stewardship & 

Individual Giving 
Manager 

Many thanks to the 
dedicated staff who 
concluded their time 

at SAL this year: Avery 
Alexander (Youth 

Programs Coordinator) 
and Indira Dahlstrom 

(Youth Programs 
Associate). 

27
ticketed 

events

7
free events
2 Silent Reading 

Parties & 4 
Murmurations 

events & Summer 
Book Bingo

2
SAL Book 

Clubs  
led by Seattle writer 

Amy Hirayama

2024/25 
SPEAKERS 

Justice Ketanji  
Brown Jackson
Connie Chung
Danez Smith

Sandra Cisneros
Malcolm Gladwell

Kelly Link
Ted Chiang

Casey McQuiston
Matty Matheson

Abraham Verghese
Aimee 

Nezhukumatathil
Robin Wall Kimmerer

Percival Everett
Michele Norris

Naomi Shihab Nye
Audrey Tang

Kelsey McKinney
Ta-Nehisi Coates

Maggie Smith
Natasha Lyonne

Emma Donoghue
Abby Jimenez

Bonnie Garmus
Hanif Abdurraqib

C Pam Zhang
Kevin Kwan

Merlin Sheldrake
Ocean Vuong 

IN OUR  
2024/25 SEASON,  

WE HAD:

OUR 
AUDIENCE IS:

32,808
audience members 

24 
youth writers 

opened our  
Public  

Programs  
events with 

original work  

1,474
subscribers

64%
joined 

in-person

36%
joined online

66%
from Seattle

22% 
from greater  
King County 

12%
from outside 
King County 

Over

1,550 
Summer 

Book Bingo 
submissions 

in collaboration 
with the Seattle 
Public Library 

25% of 
SAL tickets   
provided at very 

low or no cost

$352,778  
raised for independent 

bookstores last year

20  
local independent  

bookstore partners 

41 
community 

partners



Youth Programs
SAL’s Youth Programs provide young people with access to the literary arts as a transformative 
tool for expression and connection. Through sequential lessons, mentorship, performance and 
publishing opportunities, and more, students build self-awareness and voice, develop social-
emotional and critical thinking skills, and experience the joy of creativity and connection.

2024/25 WITS WRITERS
Samar Abulhassan

Meredith Arena
Oliver Brickman

Karen Finneyfrock
Danielle Hayden

Amy Hirayama
Rachel Kessler

Troy Landrum Jr.
David Lasky

Vivian Li
ell lin

Corinne Manning
Cypress Manning

Nhatt Nichols
Sierra Nelson

Clara Olivo
Putsata Reang

Vincent Rendoni
Ricardo Ruiz
Ann Teplick

Acca Warren
Ankober 

Yewondwossen

SPOTLIGHT AUTHOR VISITS

Spotlight Author Visits bring SAL speakers to 
WITS partner schools for free, one-time visits. 
Last year’s included Sandra Cisneros, Aimee 
Nezhukumatathil, Michele Norris, Maggie 
Smith, and C Pam Zhang. During visits, authors 
read their work, talk about their life in reading 
and writing, and answer students’ questions. 

YOUTH POETRY FELLOWS
Janae Lu

Eka Bhuyan
Agustina Campaz

Linus Elkins
Rediet Giday

Adisa Grant 
Nadia Najam

Charlotte Soliven
Catalina Videla

“The event with Cisneros  
was a highlight for me this 

year (and in my career!). 
Thank you!” 

Kimberly Tracy, WITS Partner Teacher

YOUTH POETRY FELLOWSHIP 

The Youth Poetry Fellowship (YPF) is made up 
of young writers and leaders who are committed 
to poetry, performance, civic and community 
engagement, education, and equity across 
the Puget Sound region. At community events, 
Fellows share their powerful voices, leadership, 
and love of community. One fellow is selected to 
serve as the Seattle Youth Poet Laureate.

89%
of Youth  

said they were able 
to be creative & use 

their imagination 
during WITS

91%
of Partner 
Teachers  

 said WITS supported 
them in meeting 
classroom goals

100%
of WITS 
Writers   

are satisfied with the 
overall experience 

& connection to 
Seattle’s literary 

community

YPF MENTORS
Jourdan Imani Keith & Nanya Jhinghran

94%
of Partner 
Teachers  

want to participate  
in WITS again

WRITERS IN THE SCHOOLS

Writers in the Schools (WITS) brings 
professional local writers to K-12 public school 
classrooms for extended creative writing 
residencies. Founded in 1994, the program has 
served over 150,000 students throughout the 
Puget Sound region. Through WITS, students 
become authors of their own lives.

IN 2024/25 WITS 
WORKED WITH

6,008
K-12 students

224
classrooms

121
teachers

39
Sites 

37 public schools 
& 2 hospital depts

Sandra Cisneros, author of The House on Mango 
Street, meets educators at Cascade Middle School.

2024/25 Youth Poet Laureate, Janae Lu laughs 
on stage with Percival Everett, author of the 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel, James.

Your 
planets 
order in 

my empty 
heart”

Eliza Gomez, 
WITS Student



Luminary $25,000+ Peter 
Byers & Virginia Sybert, 
Chris Capossela & Leigh 
Toner, Debra Dahlen & 
Bob Fries, Don Guthrie 
& Candace Tkachuck, 
Jonathan Beard & Grace 
Nordhoff, Judy Pigott
Trustee Circle $10,000-
$24,999 Mito Alfieri & 
Norman Cheuk, Anne 
& Geoffrey Barker, 
Anonymous (2), Shari 
Behnke, James Brown 
& Mary Ingraham, Jerry 
Calhoun & Andrea Wenet, 
Darius Cayetano & Kelli 
Martin, Randy Dixon & 
Deborah Haensli, Gaylee 
& Jim Duncan, James & 
Mary Dunnam, Chris Fassel 
& Alice MacCuish, Tim 
Griffith & Kirsten Murray, 
Mark Groudine & Cynthia 
Putnam, Pamela Gray & 
Ross Hays, Arni Hope Litt 
in honor of Lori Eickelberg, 
Anne & Steven Lipner, 
Pamela McCabe, John & 
Naria Santa Lucia, Karen 
Schartman, Lisa Schaures 
& Chris Stremlau, Jason & 
Rachel Stowe, Ryan Waite, 
Marc & Nicole Walters, 
Charles B. & Barbara Wright
Director’s Circle $5,000-
$9,999 Craig & Nancy 
Abramson, Lynne & Shawn 
Aebi, Chap & Eve Alvord, 
Beatrice & Gregory Benesh, 
Dana Bettinger, Stesha 
Brandon & Micah Skilling, 
Janine Brown & Sheila 
Sullivan, Mark Butler & 
Leslie Pierson, Jessica Carr, 
Natalia Carvajal & Alex 
Villamil, Tony Cavalieri & 
Ellen Look, Sarah & Tim 
Cavanaugh, Lacey & Sean 
Clemmons, Jennilyn Edrosa 
& Eamon McKenzie, Mary 
Foster & John Teutsch, 
Lauren Gardner, David 
Glazer & Andrea Voytko, 
Graham Graham, Dan 
Grausz & Clare H Meeker, 
Kiran & K Stephen Griffith, 
Cathy & Peter Halstead, 
Diane Henry, Brad Hill 
& Erin Langner, Gwen 
Houston, Nancy Iannucci 
& Harvey Jones, Erin & 
George Jakotich, Diana 
Knauf-Levidow & Björn 
Levidow, Robert Maillette & 
Julie Zunker, Beth McCaw, 
Rory McCormick, Renate 
Norman, Sam Pailca, Liz & 
Steve Rummage, Jenn St. 
Claire, Peter & Sheehan 
Sullivan-Finch, Susan 
Long-Walsh & John Walsh, 
Brooke & Josh Williams, 
Martha & Scott Wiltamuth, 
Jessica Zen
Laureate’s Circle $2,500-
$4,999 Virginia Anderson, 
Anonymous, Bonnie Berk 
& Larry Kessler, Kelly 
Bosworth, Chris Burkland 
& Elizabeth Hoogs, Lauri 
Conner & Leja Wright, 

Tatiana Cooke & Mitchell 
Thelen, Judy & Krijn de 
Jonge, Elizabeth Dimalanta 
& Grant Gardner, Gracie 
Doyle & Carl Miller, Dylan 
Eddy & Kiki Wolfkill, Gary 
Fluhrer & Anne Redman, 
Gary & Vicki Glant, Philip C. 
& Robyn White Grad, Doug 
& Peggy Hanel, Amy Harder, 
Mike & Cindy Hastings, 
Christopher Jones & Kira 
Sorensen, Heather & Ken 
Kelley, Doug & Kalehua Kim, 
Patricia Kiyono & Gregory 
Traxler, Allison Kramer & 
Sandy McDade, Leilani 
Lewis, Karen Maeda Allman 

& Elizabeth Wales, Eliza 
Medearis & John Williams, 
Jamie & Troy Miller, Nisha 
Nariya & Sugandhan 
Venkatachalam, Jane W 
Nelson & James Oswald, 
Ann Ongerth, Jane Park 
& Yumi Park-Davis, Mary 
Pigott, Sherry Prowda, Ben 
& Margit Rankin, Chris & 
Katie Schwartzenburg, Marc 
& Nancy Tollefson, Timothy 
Tomlinson, Lisa & Sam 
Verhovek, Jason Davis & 
June Yoshinari Davis
Literary Circle $1,250-
$2,499  Carole Rush & 
Richard Andler, Anonymous 
(2), The Elaine and Vincent 
Bell Foundation, Larry 
Benesh & Rebecca Hoogs, 
W. Brandon Blazer & Mary 
Frances Feider, Janet 
Boguch & Kelby Fletcher, 
Annabelle Burgett, Brenda 
Butler, Cheryl Carvalho & 
Jennifer Chaussee, Scott 
Case & Margot Kahn, 
Katrina Chan & Michael 
Cung, Kelly Chapel, 
Elizabeth Choy & James 

Lobsenz, Leslie Coaston, 
Laurance Lewis & Renee 
Cogdell Lewis, Rick & Terry 
Colella, Cindy Runger & 
Keith Dolliver, Katherine 
Brown & Jeffrey Duchin, 
Fitzgerald Family, Marisa 
Grant, Mary Kay Haggard, 
Matthew & Susan Hillman, 
Sunny Hong, Cynthia & 
Robert Hoogs, Toni Hoover 
& Al Nettles, Rani Kotha, 
Pete Johnson, Robin 
Larmer, Lawson Sarkowsky 
Family, Paras & Ruchika 
Malhotra, Christy Mansfield, 
Ron Marshall, Bora & 
Charlie McAteer Erica & 

Tony Miles, Erica Nelson-
Sheehan & Casey Sheehan, 
Patricia & Patrick Ngatchou, 
Tom Nissley & Laura 
Silverstein, Jim & Mariette 
O’Donnell, Margaret Pak 
Enslow & Dave Enslow, 
Stewart Parker, Anne 
Schaefer, Kim Brown Seely 
& Jeff Seely, Charles & Ellen 
Stearns, Stephanie Steppe, 
Elke Suber, Rashelle Tanner, 
Bill & Donna Van Buren 
Benefactor $500-$1,249 
Carolyn & Tim Ainslie, 
Robert & Sarah Alsdorf, 
Christian Amott & Sarah 
Burns, Chris & Megan 
Anderson, Anonymous 
(5), Kristen & Lars Bakken, 
Alysa Barancik, Alex & 
Meaghan Bartholemy, 
Roger J. Bass & Richard B. 
Nelson, Salli & Steve Bauer, 
Lynly Beard, Heidi Beck, 
Julie Benezet, Eric Berg 
& Rebecca Staffel, Karen 
Bergin, Ruby Blondell, 
Harold Brandford & MJ 
Newhouse, David Brewster 
& Mary Sneeringer, Nancy 

Ward, Jane Broom, Gina 
Broze, Amy Bryant, Carol 
& Jonathan Buchter, 
Dave Buck & Angela 
Vogel, Michelle Bufano 
& Tim Detweiler, Steve 
Burnham, Christine Burton, 
Janet Buttenwieser & 
Matthew Wiley, Caitlin & 
John Cable, Julie & Ross 
Case, Jennifer Cast & Liffy 
Franklin, Cynthia Chapman, 
Theodore J. Collins, Carol 
Comeau, Corey Family 
Trust, Kevin Craft, Tova 
Elise Cubert, Aalok & Lekha 
Dave, Joss Delage & Robin 
Mendelson, Ceci Deng, 
Greg Denton & Janice 
Dilworth, Sara Dickerman 
& Andrew Shuman, Emily 
Ditty, Beth Donahoe, 
Kris Doney, John & Liz 
Eickelberg, Isa Ellis, Jennifer 
Eslava, Ann & James Ewel, 
Diana Falchuk, Kathleen 
& Steve Flenniken, David 
Freeman, Narita Ghumman, 
Lauren Good & Jennifer 
Hiebert, Kip Robinson 
Greenthal & Stanley 
Greenthal, Richard Groomer 
& Betsy Lieberman, Reba 
Haas
Joe Hallock, Cheryl & Eric 
Hanson, Cindy Hennessy 
& Brent Jordan, Alex 
Hopmann & Kathryn 
Korab, Karen Howard 
& David Parker, Melissa 
Huggins, Kim Ironroad, 
Keisha Jackson, Zabrina 
Jenkins, Bion Hart Johnson 
& Diana Xin, Jack & Pam 
Jolley, Suzanne Kalish, Yuri 
Kim & Julia Park, Gordon 
& Nancy Kritzer, James 
Kuan, Liz Mirante & Steve 
Kurtz, Susan Lammers, 
Christine Lessard & 
Ricardo Ruiz, Jolene Logue, 
Heather Lowenthal, Chris 
MacKenzie, Becky Mackle, 
Mark Madsen, Jared Manatt 
& Jiawen Shi, Sally Marks, 
Dylan Marriner, Clay Martin 
& Robin Wehl Martin, Robin 
Martin, Jeff Masumoto, 
Anne McDuffie & Tim 
Wood, Sally McKenzie 
& Chuck Stempler, Jodi 
McNally, Deborah Odell, 
Hugh & Kristen Merriman, 
Kristin & Dann Moomaw, 
Quinton Morris, Greg & 
Lauri Nakamoto, Cambrie 
Nelson, Teresa Osborn, 
Anne Phyfe & Jabez Palmer, 
Mary Park & Steve Stolder, 
Philip Patrick, Jennifer 
Peabody Rhoads & Kris 
Rhoads, Inderjeet Ramgotra 
& Jim Rivard, Sandeap 
Reddy, Jane Repensek 
& Warren Weissman, 
Kathy Roeder, Joshua 
& Katie Rosen, Colleen 
Rozillis, Akemi Sagawa & 
Dhroov Shivjiani, Anh & 
Chris Schluep, Jennie & 
Matt Shaw, Alex & Kristen 
Shearer, Susan Silver, 

Thank you to the individual 
donors & sponsors who 

supported SAL in 2024/25! 

2024/25 SCHOOL &  
DISTRICT PARTNERS 

Aki Kurose  
Middle School

Alan T. Sugiyama  
High School

Ballard High School

B.F. Day  
Elementary School

Big Picture  
Middle School*

Big Picture  
High School

Brookside  
Elementary School

Cascade  
Middle School*

Catharine Blaine  
K-8 School

Center School

Cleveland  
High School

Dearborn Park 
International  

Elementary School

Evergreen  
High School*

Foster High School

Garfield High School

Graham Hill 
Elementary School

Hamilton International  
Middle School

Innovation Heights 
High School

Lafayette  
Elementary School

Laurelhurst 
Elementary School

Leschi  
Elementary School

Lopez  
Middle School

Lopez High School

McClure  
Middle School

Mercer Middle School

Nathan Hale  
High School

Orca K-8 School

Rainier Beach  
High School*

Renaissance School 
of Art & Reasoning

Rising Star  
Elementary School*

Roosevelt  
High School

Roxhill  
Elementary School

Seattle Children’s 
Hospital (Ed)

Seattle Children’s 
Hospital (PCP)

Seattle World School

TOPS K-8 School

Washington Middle 
School

West Woodland 
Elementary School

Wing Luke  
Elementary School*

Highline  
Public Schools

Lake Washington 
Public Schools

Lopez Island Schools

Seattle Public Schools

Shoreline  
Public Schools

Tukwila  
Public Schools

*WITS Rewritten Schools – schools which received the 
program at no cost as part of our initiative to serve schools 
with the least amount of arts access 

WITS Writer Rachel Kessler leads a lesson 
at Evergreen High School. WITS Writers 
develop lessons that are attuned with the 
needs of students and classroom goals.

Youth Poetry Fellow Rediet Giday meets Hanif 
Abdurraqib on April 9, 2025 at Town Hall Seattle. 



Major Corporate &  
Foundation Support ($10,000+)

Amazon 
Amazon Literary Partnership

ArtsFund
Butler Family Community Foundation

Conru Foundation
Constance Wealth Advisors

Costco
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP

Delta Air Lines
Echo Fund

Elizabeth George Foundation
Elliott Bay Book Company

foundry10
Mannix Canby Foundation

Marguerite Casey Foundation
Marie Lamfrom Charitable Foundation

Microsoft Corporation
Norman Raab Foundation
Petunia Charitable Fund

Pivotal Ventures,  
A Melinda Gates Company

Seattle Foundation
Sellen Community Foundation

Teutsch Partners LLC
The Martin Djos Family Foundation

The Norcliffe Foundation
United Way King County

Public Support
4Culture

City of Seattle, Office of Arts & Culture
National Endowment for the Arts

Washington State Arts Commission
Additional Support

BECU
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

Brighton Jones
D.A. Davidson & Co.

Dowbuilt
Gates Ventures

Grist
JAS Design Build

King County Bar Association
Kopius Technologies

Marquand Books
Office of Minority Affairs  

& Diversity, UW
Peg & Rick Young Foundation

Perkins Coie LLP
Puget Sound Energy Foundation

Queen Anne Book Company
Reprise Style LLC

Roberts Family Foundation
Sellen Construction Company

Stoel Rives LLP
University of Washington -  

Race & Equity Initiative
University of Washington  

School of Law
UW Bothell - MFA in  

Creative Writing & Poetics
Washington Capital

Wheeler Charitable Trust
In Kind Support

Aesop
Baer Winery
Girlie Press

Graham Baba Architects
Guardian Cellars

Lotte Hotel Seattle
Megan Mary Olander Flowers

Organic Farm School
The Cloud Room

The Edgewater Hotel
Thompson Hotel Seattle

Bookstore Partners 
Ada’s Technical Books 

BookTree Kirkland 
Book Larder

Charlie’s Queer Books
Edmonds Bookshop

Elliott Bay Book Company
Island Books 

Madison Books
Magnolia’s Bookstore

Mam’s Books
Open Books: A Poem Emporium 

Paper Boat Booksellers
Phinney Books

Queen Anne Book Company 
Ridgecrest Books 

Secret Garden Books 
Third Place Books: Lake Forest Park

Third Place Books: Ravenna
Third Place Books: Seward Park

Media Support 
Cascade PBS

Crab Creek Review
International Examiner 

JoySauce 
KCTS 9/Crosscut 

KNKX 88.5
Northwest Asian Weekly 

Poetry Northwest 
Real Change 

Seattle Gay News
South Seattle Emerald

The Seattle Times
The Stranger 

Thank you to all of  
our valued sponsors

Seattle Arts & Lectures is deeply grateful to the following 
corporate, public, and foundation partners for their 

generous support of our work in 2024/25:

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Richard Simonson, Robert 
Sindelar, Stephanie Solien, 
Roslyn Solomon, Stevie 
South, Ann Speckman, 
Bala & Vimla Sriram, Neal 
Thompson & Mary Trimarco, 
Tegan Tigani, Carole Viney, 
Vogt Family Foundation, 
Darby Watson, Karon 
Weber, Maria West, Cindi 
& Tony Williams, Jennifer 
Leatherman Wong & Tracy 
Wong
Sustainer $250-$499 
Kimberly Adams, Eduardo 
Alexander & Claudia 
Gonzalez, Minnie Alexander 
& Gilbert Groulx, Tyler 
Aliment & Julie Greenough, 
Brooke Anderson, 
Anonymous (2), Nicole 
Ashford, Mindy Au, Ella 
Barker & Philip Nygard, 
Cynthia Bates, Sara Bathum 
& Stacy Branum, Amaranth 
Borsuk, Greta Bull, John 
& Patsy Burgess, Paula 
& Benn Burke, Campbell 
Household, CBC Charitable 
Fund, Paul Hlava Ceballos 
& Tasha Uria, Nathan 
Chandrasekaran & Tanvi 
Patel, Calandra Childers, 
Megan Clarke, Faith Conlon, 
Steve & Laura Corbett, Dr. 
Suzanne Therese Poppema 
& Dr. John Francis Cramer 
III, Joachim Deeg, Saskia 
de Jonge & Brett Miller, 
Juliette Delfs, Manmit Dhami 
& Jonathan Pendleton, 
Heather & John Dunagan, 
Helda Durham, Deborah 
Dwyer & Jay Field, Keyuna 
Evans, Christine Foye 
& Rob Millis, Rosalie 
Frankel & Fred Tobis, Pam 
Fredericksen, Genevieve 
Gormley, Danielle Fumia, 
Gabrielle Glemann & Paul 
Reinitz, Barbara Gordon, Jim 
Graham, Victoria Griffith, 
Andrew Harbison, Geoff 
Hayter & Missy Mordy, 
Beth Herrild, Chrystie Hill, 
Sandy & Steve Hill, Mark 
Jupiter, Leslie Kellogg, 
Megan King, John & 
Laura Kvasnosky, Jennifer 
Landree & Vincent Rendoni, 
Emily Hepburn Lane, Kari 
Leitch, Arlene Levy, Esther 
MacIlroy, Jock Mackinlay & 
Polle Zellweger, Adrienne 
& Chasity Malatesta, 
Richard Marks &, Spring 
Zoog, Diana Marmur, Anne 
Marshall, Patreese Martin, 
Ashley & Scott Mathews, 
Mary Love Mattox, Roberta 
Mondares, Anne & Shirish 
Mulherkar, Sierra Nelson 
& Chris Weber, Patrick 
Neri & Lisa Strandberg, 
Rosemary Orr, Brendan 
& Christian Patrick, Alex 
& Kellie Pecoraro, Linda 
Perlstein, Katy Philips, 
Andrew & Heather Pogue, 
Christopher & Jennifer 
Roberts, Sarah & William 
Robertson, Ellen Royal-
Ward, Hannah Ryans, Elise 
Sivilay, Marie Skoor, Peggy, 
Greg, & Lauren Smith, LS 

Steinberg, Amanda & Jason 
Stoffer, James Thomas, 
Sandy Turner, Christina Twu, 
Corneil Vacirca, Shauna Van 
Dongen, Padmaja Vrudhula, 
Amy Wales, Joan Wang, 
Megan Watts, Sharon Woolf, 
Sara Yamasaki
Associate $100-$249 
Meliza Afable, Anonymous 
(4), Esther Ansari, Sooz 
Appel & Peter Hanning, 
Ethan Babcock & Emily 
Carmichael, Merri Baldwin 
& Kris Hermanns, Charlotte 
Beall, Karen Beck, Rebecca 
Benavides, John Berg & Rob 
Roth, Roger Berger & Eileen 
Simmons, Elizabeth Black, 
Matthias Blondeel, Sarah 
Bluvas, Megan Bokan, 
Dana Bos, William Bowers, 
Sandra Bown, Michael 
Bracy, Rachel Braunstein, 
Ishea Brown, Sarah Burgess, 
Alexandria Canady, Brian 
& Chelle Chase, Jennifer 

Cobb, Gretchen Coe, Alison 
Coit, Natalie Compagno, 
Karen Copp, Katherine 
Cowles, Kristy Crouse, 
Leslie Decker & James 
Rimmer, Jennifer Deger, 
Lynn Dissinger, Aaron & 
Melissa Donsbach, Nancy 
Dorn & Carol Verga, Michael 
& Sherry Dryja, Richard 
DuPree, Kendrick Efta & 
Tiffany Gilbert, Jane Elliott, 
Patricia Emmons, David 
Epstein, Constance Euerle, 
Andrea Dee Fishman, Kim 
Flanery-Rye, Sally Fouché, 
Marrene Franich, Paul & 
Penny Fredlund, Laura & Jim 
Gamache, Lindy & William 
Gaylord, Joan Geraghty, 
Reetu Ghumman, Aristy Gill, 
Andrew & Cristin Gordon-
Maclean, Christina Gould 
in honor of Lori Eickelberg, 
Janet Graeber, Michael 
Greer & Deng Yang, Rickey 
Hall, Susan E Hamilton, 
Athia Hardt, Berenice Hardy, 
Kathy Harwood, Lindsay 
Hastings, Leanne L & Rick 
Hawkins, Emily Heffter, 
Timothy Higgins & Nancy 
Reichley, Stephanie Hilbert, 
Carolyn & Mark Holtzen, 
Wendy Howard, Gail 
Hudson, Nina Hufford, Anne 

Hughes, Alison Strobel 
Inkley, Chris Johanson & 
Rachel Schlesinger, Mark 
S Johnson & Heather 
Walek, Maureen Kamali, 
Christine Pozerycki & 
Randy Katz, Susan Kimble, 
Margaret Kineke, Dale 
Klein, Mary Kollar, Karin 
Kravitz, Brenda Kuhns, 
Anne Kundtz, Sharon Lee, 
Shari Leid, Nancy Lenaburg, 
Katie Lillie, Ulysses Lin, 
Kathy Lindenmayer in 
honor of Sierra Nelson, 
Jason Lippenberger & 
Caitlin Olmsted, Kelly & 
Michael Lippman, Ruby 
Love, Barbara Mack, Mark 
Mackenzie, Christine 
Mahoney & Alison Wysong, 
Erin Malone & Shawn 
Wong, Stefanie Malone & 
Shannon Snider
Kristin Martinez, Polly 
Meyer, Victoria Millard & 
David Avery, Laurel Minzel, 
Karin Mitchell, Gary & 
Margery Moogk, Jessica 
Mooney, Caitlin Morley, 
Peter Mountford, Tim Muss 
& Sarah Zuberec, Kathleen 
Myers, Sharon Nelson, Julee 
Neuhart, Elaine Nonneman, 
Noriko Okada, Ann & 
Matt Paisner, Manuela 
Papadopol, Christine & John 
Parker, Eric Gerard Parsons, 
Joanie Parsons, Babak 
Parviz, Cecily Patton, Rachel 
Persing, Vivian Phillips, 
Larry & Michell Pihl, Adam 
& Martha Pinsky, Emile 
Pitre, Michele Plorde, Ann & 
John Pound, Sonia Rastogi, 
Colby Ray, Lynn Resnick, 
Jackie & Mike Ricketts, 
Paula Riggert & Michael J 
Stevens, Rebecca Roe, Jude 
Rosenberg, Ann & Robert 
Rosenstock, Rebecca 
Sadinsky, Amy Sajer, Sally 
Douglas, Rafael Saucedo, 
Sarah Schewe, Delia 
Scholes, Duane Schuler & 
Sylvia Wolf, Ariana & Ronna 
Scott, Nancy Sesmundo, 
Kristine Shanafelt, Martha 
Shapiro, Kelley & Philip 
Shaw, Sheryl Scott, Michael 
L. Simmons, Jasmeet 
Singh, Lynette Skinner, 
Karin Snelson, Danielle 
St. Laurent, Christine 
Stepherson, Gloria & Frank 
Stone, In memory of Gail 
Svitil, Daniel Tam-Claiborne, 
Katherine Taylor-Hurley, Ann 
Teplick, Austin & Dorothy 
Thompson, Elizabeth 
Michelle Valentine, Kathryn 
Hamilton Wang, Annjanette 
Warren, Azuredee Webb, 
Monica West, Jane 
Westergaard Nimocks, 
Susan M Whitcomb, Robyn 
Wilson, Kate Winton, 
Drew Wolff, Ruth Woods, 
Sarah Wyan, Heather Yang 
Hwalek, Kuanling Yeh 

Friend <$100 
Find all of our 
donors here.

These individuals made our work possible, with contributions between July 1, 2024 and  
June 30, 2025. Their incredible generosity inspires us and fuels us forward. If you have a 

correction or question about your donor listing, let us know at development@lectures.org.

SAL events 
have truly 
been life-
changing 

for me and 
are one of 

my favorite 
things about 

living in 
Seattle!”




