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“Italways comes back to joy... and that the hard things have to
be acknowledged as wellin order for joy to flourish.”

—BRIAN DANG, WITS WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE

Seattle Arts & Lectures’ 2021/22 fiscal
year was a year of both change and
challenge, joy and giddy firsts.

It was a year of joy. We returned to shared experiences—in
event halls, online, in schools, and in the office. We witnessed
WITS Writers-in-Residence meeting students in person for the
first time, after a year of online learning. We saw our favorite
authors (Anthony Doerr, Kaveh Akbar, Sonya Renee Taylor

& so many more) in their embodied forms, and we got to

be embodied with them! And we continued to welcome our
online community, and worked to make sure that they also felt

a sense of belonging. We got to laugh, to cry, to see old friends,

to make new friends, and to learn together.

It was a year of transformation. We said goodbye to staff
and we welcomed new colleagues. Some stepped into new
roles, including long-time SAL staffer Rebecca Hoogs as
Executive Director. Hybrid working allowed us to connect

in person and retain the benefits of working from home. We
used our collectively written values to guide our decisions,
to mindfully build our organizational culture, and to live into
our ongoing work to become an anti-racist organization. New
initiatives took off—such as our pilot partnerships to give
away online tickets through rural libraries, our community-
curated series with ljeoma Oluo at Langston, or our
Indigenous Land-Based Pedagogy trainings for teachers, led
by Laura Da’ (Eastern Shawnee).

It was a year of challenge. The collective and individual

grief and tragedy of the pandemic, and current socio-political
climate rippled throughout our days. Our schools were drained
(are drained), and many students experienced significant
trauma; our WITS Writers-in-Residence held space for healing,
care, and culture-building through creative writing. At the same
time, those WITS writers and SAL staff were and are feeling
the financial pinch of inflation and lack of affordable housing
in Seattle. We began the year facing financial uncertainty

with higher program expenses than ever (due to producing
events both in-person and online)—yet our ticket income was
one-third of what it was pre-pandemic. That said, thanks to
COVID relief funding, a major grant from the Marguerite Casey
Foundation, and generous support from donors like you, we
ended the year in the black.

It was a year of firsts. After Zinnia Hansen, last year’s Seattle
Youth Poet Laureate, finished reading from her just-published
book of poems, Spikenard, an audience member approached
her for an autograph. Zinnia replied, “l don’t know how to do
this—this is the first time that I've ever been asked to sign a
book.” And then—giddily, proudly—she signed her first book for
the firsttime.

None of us knew how to do this—how to engage anew with a
new world—and, yet, we did it, together. We will go on doing
this—learning, inventing, creating; using story, curiosity, and
vulnerability as our tools for making meaning and connecting,
whatever firsts the world offers us.

Thank you for being a core part of the SAL story this past
year. We truly could not have done this work without you.
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Lauri Conner Rebecca Hoogs
BOARD PRESIDENT, 2021/22 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Literary Arts

SALs public programs
present the most
talented and thought-
provoking writers and
thinkers of our time to
connect, challenge, and
inspire our audiences.

2021/22 programs included
the Literary Arts Series,
Journalism Series, Poetry
Series, Women You

Need to Know (WYNK),
Summer Book Bingo,

SAL Presents, and a new
community-curated series
in partnership with writer

and activist ljeoma Oluo

which was co-presented e
by Langston. We launched

a new partnership with 9 29

the Marguerite Casey
Foundation, presenting tickets issued EVENTS
three free online lectures
and conversations

centering racial equity. : SEASON

2021/22 also marked the
inaugural James Welch
Prize Reading which
celebrates emerging
Indigenous poets and is
co-hosted with Poetry
Northwest and

Hugo House.

23 TICKETED

“Inayear of
dashed hopes & uncertain
travel orreunions,lgotto

escape.Fallinginto stories
bigger, deeper, sillier, more
romantic, or ghastlier than
my every day proved
life-giving.”

—Summer Book Bingo Participant



9 ggr 10 13% of all 14°/O of all

SAL attendees said tickets issued tickets were provided
they recommend were $10 Reduced for free (or for Sb for
SAL to others Price passes students or those 25

and under) to provide
access to those who
otherwise couldn’t
afford to attend

“lam alongtime Seattle native
who now calls southern Chile home; my
neighborsinPucén andl were watching
the event online (a truly wonderful option,
please continue this!). From the cadence of
the program—opening with ayoung person’s
poem (such aninspiration to the 10 year olds
intheroom!) to the wide-ranging and powerful
discussion, the entire event was superb. I really
appreciate seeing more diversityinevery form
taking the stage, leading the conversations,
inviting us allinto new and deeper practices
throughwords andideas.”

=SAL Patron

A 19% o

tickets were issued to

those living outside
of Washington State




“lloved the openness
and the creativity that
was channeled... and
really enjoyed the safe,
comfortable environment.”

~WITS Student
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“Ireally loved how we had the \?/Q Oy
ability to express ourselves...

itreally opened our minds to belonging &

alotof newideas and how to

rocess them.” —
P connection

-WITS Student
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of students felt of students felt of students agreed
seen and accepted their cultural that they liked
in their WITS class identity was working with their

honored and WITS writer
reflected



4,700

K-12 students

worked with 22 WITS writers in 190 classrooms
at 25 public schools & Seattle Children’s

“(WITS) created aspace for
students to explore theirown
identities, emotions, and the

world around them.”

-WITS Partner Teacher

of students said that of students reported
they would like to that WITS made
participate in writing more fun
WITS again

VALUES
Belonging / Racial Equity / Transparency &

Trust / Curiosity / Joy

Seattle Arts & Lectures believes
that literacy and a love for writing
is a lifelong process that starts in
our public schools and connects
directly to our public stages.

SALs Writers in the Schools (WITS)
matches professional creative writers

with local K-12 public schools for yearlong
classroom residencies. Students discover
the power of their creative voices as they
develop essential writing skills. The Youth
Poet Laureate Cohort (YPL), comprised of
13 brilliant poets, meets for monthly poetry
workshops during the school year, led by
professional poet mentors. YPL Cohort
members perform at local reading events,
connect with peer writers, and share their
voices in a community that centers joy,
curiosity, and self-expression.

This year we...

1. Launched a remote residency with
Twin Falls Middle School (in the
Snoqualmie Valley).

2. Expanded an Indigenous Land-Based
Pedagogy series, free for classroom
teachers and teaching artists, with WITS
writer Laura Da’ (Eastern Shawnee).

3. Launched an Apprenticeship Program
to provide paid opportunities for
emerging writers in our local BIPOC
community to gain experience teaching
in public school settings.

4. Prioritized cultivating deeper
relationships with schools who have the
highest free and reduced lunch rates
across our city.
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Seattle Arts & Lectures is deeply grateful to the following corporate, public, and
foundation partners for their generous support of our work in 2021/22

Major Corporate &
Foundation Support
($10,000+)

Amazon.com
Amazon Literary Partnership
ArtsFund

Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation

The Boeing Company

Calhoun Family Fellowship at
Seattle University School of Law

Constance Wealth Advisors
Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Discuren Charitable Foundation
Echo Fund

PRESENTING SPONSOR

Elizabeth George Foundation
Elliott Bay Book Company
Four Seasons Hotel Seattle
KNKX

Literary Arts Emergency Fund
Mannix Canby Foundation
Marguerite Casey Foundation
Marjorie Restaurant

Medina Foundation
Microsoft Corporation

The Norcliffe Foundation
Norman Raab Foundation
Perkins Coie LLP

Petunia Charitable Fund

2021/22 FINANCIALS

12% In-Kind

4% WITS
School Fees

19% Public
Programs INCOME
Income $2,700,497°
7% Public
Support

‘Total income reflects

investment loss of $17,438

22%
Individual
Support

6% Corporate 430 |n-Kind
Support

30%
Foundation
Support

18%
Youth Pro-
grams

38% Public
Programs

The SeattleTimes

EXPENSES
$2,419,579

Pivotal Ventures, A Melinda
Gates Company

Seattle Foundation
Teutsch Partners LLC

University of Washington—
Race & Equity Initiative

Public Support
4Culture

City of Seattle Office of Arts &
Culture

King County—Performance,
Strategy and Budget

National Endowment for the
Arts

Washington State Arts
Commission

12% Administration

19% Fundraising

77%

of SAL’'s income
comes from
charitable gifts




Thankyou
our valued donors!

SALs 2021/22 Season was possible thanks to support from

$20,000+

Charles B. & Barbara
Wright

Chris Fassel & Alice
MacCuish

Debra Dahlen & Bob Fries

Don Guthrie & Candace
Tkachuck

John & Shari Behnke
Judy Pigott

Leigh Toner & Chris
Capossela

Lori Eickelberg

Peter Byers & Virginia
Sybert

Petunia Charitable Fund
Teutsch Partners LLC

$10,000 to $19,999

Barbara Joan
Christoffersen

Beth McCaw

Bjorn Levidow & Diana
Knauf-Levidow

Bonnie Berk & Larry
Kessler

Diana Tomseth

Jeff & Liesl Wilke
Jennifer & Tracy Wong

Jerry Calhoun & Andrea
Wenet

Julie Santos & Tim Ufkes
Lisa & Nathan Every

Mary Ingraham & James
Brown

Nancy & Marc Tollefson
Wood & Graham Graham

$5,000 to $9,999

Andrea Voytko & David
Glazer

Becky Roberts

Brooke & Josh Williams
Candace & Nigel Barron
Carolyn & Tim Ainslie

Clare H. Meeker & Dan
Grausz

Deborah Haensli & Randy
Dixon

Eve & Chap Alvord

Geoffrey & Anne Payne
Barker

Gregory & Beatrice
Benesh

Heather & Ken Kelley
Jack & Pam Jolley

Janice Dilworth & Greg
Denton

Jeannine & Dino
Christofilis

Jennifer Cast & Liffy
Franklin

Jim & Gaylee Duncan
Kelly Cheeseman
Kristin Martin

Linda Breneman

Lindsay McComb & Chad
Coker

Liz & Steve Rummage

Margot Kahn & Scott
Case

Mariette & Jim O’Donnell
Mark Butler
Martha & Scott Wiltamuth

Melanie Curtice & Denise
Boudreau

Nancy & Craig Abramson

Nancy lannucci & Harvey
Jones

Patricia Kiyono & Gregory
Traxler



Rebecca Ebsworth

Sangeeta Hingorani &
Charles Birnbach

Sheehan Sullivan & Peter
Sullivan-Finch

Tim Griffith & Kirsten
Murray

Trish Maharam
Vicki & Gary Glant

$2,500 to $4,999

Amy Baker Skaggs &
Daniel Skaggs

Barbara Cahill & Robert
Meier

Carmen Rojas
Catherine & Dennis Bye

Clay Martin & Robin Wehl
Martin

Dana Bettinger & John
Jacobs

Donna Bellew

Elizabeth Hoogs & Chris
Burkland

Jiawen Shi & Jared
Mannatt

Jost Wanden & Brett Clark
Kevin & Motomi Kudo-
King

Kim Brown Seely & Jeff
Seely

Kip Robinson Greenthal &
Stanley Greenthal

Kiran & K. Stephen Griffith

Lynn & Howard Behar
Mark Madsen

Matthew Simmons &
Abby Morris

Richard Monroe
Sally & Andre Alfred

Sally McKenzie & Chuck
Stempler

Sam & Lisa Howe
Verhovek

Sasha Martin & David
Jeschke

Sherry Prowda

Stesha Brandon & Micah
Skilling

Tonya Dressel

Tony Cavalieri & Ellen
Look

$1,000 to $2,499

Allison Augustyn & Mike
Kollins

Ame Simon

Amy & Larry Corey
Anne & John Adams
Anne Webster

Ann Ongerth

Arlene & Mark Tibergien
Beth Donahoe

Betsy Lieberman &
Richard Groomer

Bill & Susan Potts

Bruce Firestone

Carole Rush & Richard
Andler

Donna Moodie

Douglas Smith &
Stephanie Ellis-Smith

Elizabeth Dimalanta &
Grant Gardner

Erica Nelson-Sheehan &
Casey Sheehan

Frederick & Monica
Huntsberry

Greg & Lauri Nakamoto
Huong Vu

Janet Buttenwieser &
Matthew Wiley

Jeff & Barbara Curran
Jennie & Matt Shaw
Julie Zunker

Karen Trilevsky

Karol King & Doug
Chapman

Karon Weber

Katie & Chris
Schwartzenburg

Kelli Martin & Darius
Cayetano

Kelly Jo MacArthur

Laura Trimingham &
William Hicks

Leslie & Peter Robison
Leslie Olson

Lynn Hubbard &
David Zapolsky



Margit & Ben Rankin
Mari & Terry Anderson
Mary Kay Haggard

Mary Pigott

Michael Schur

Pamela & Gerard Zytnicki
Paula & Jeff Pyatt

Peggy & Doug Hanel
Robert & Cynthia Hoogs

Robin Mendelson & Joss
Delage

Robyn & Phil Grad

Rochelle Robison & Rick
Suehring

Ross & Julie Case
Sally Marks

Sara Dickerman &
Andrew Shuman

Stacy Lawson & Steven
Sarkowsky

Stephanie Moore
Stewart Parker
Susan & Eric Benson
Susan Den

Susan Long-Walsh &
John Walsh

Susie & Steve Cohen
Suzanne & Bill Whitaker
Tami & Daniel Horner

Tony Allen & Kristan
Parks

Val Ellis
Virginia Anderson

W. Brandon Blazer &
Mary Frances Feider

$500 to $999

Alan & Andrea Lubner
Angela & Dave Vogel
Anne & Shirish Mulherkar
Anne Krook

Anne McDuffie & Tim
Wood

Ann Speckman
Barbara & Tim Fielden

Bryce & Christin
Mansfield

Carol & John Hoerster
Cecilia Whatley

Charles Gust & Lisa Lewis
Chelle & Brian Chase
Cheryl Hanson

Chris & Megan Anderson
Christine & Eric Larsen
Christine Englin

Claudia Castro Luna &
Sean Heron

Deneise Kopetzky
Eileen & Jim Simpkins
Elaine Waller

Eleanor & Will Parks
Elizabeth Dunn

Eliza Medearis & John
Williams

Ellen Ferguson
Erin Langner

Gabrielle Glemann & Paul
Reinitz

Holly Martz
Jeannine & Ron Sielinski

Jeffrey Ojemann & Karen
Selboe

Jennifer & Kurt Fischer
Jolene Logue

Jordan Griffith

Judy & Krijn de Jonge
Julie Barwick

Kathleen Flenniken

Kelly Kyes & Bryan
Eilertson

Laura Miller

Laurel & Pat Doody
Linda Reichenbach
Lindsay Roitman
Mary Love Mattox
Mary Rae Bruns
Meg Butterworth

Mito Alfieri & Norman
Cheuk

Morgan & Tamara Ford
Myca Craven

Patricia & Theodore
Collins




Patricia Pugsley
Paul & Leora Bloom
Rachael Levy

Rebecca Hoogs & Larry
Benesh

Rebecca Staffel & Eric
Berg

Renee Russak & Marci
Pliskin

Robert Frankland

Roger J. Bass & Richard
Nelson

Ronit Feinglass Plank
Salli & Steve Bauer
Sally Bjornsen

Sally Fouche

Sally Hurst

Sam Benton

Sarah Burns & Christian
Amott

Sarah Centanni & Dan
Myers

Shaula Massena
Susan Lammers
Tara Jesson
Teresa Olson

Theresa Burton & John
Ferrara

Tia & Trenton James

Tori & Joshua Masterson
Zeeba Khalili

$250 to $499

Alice Portz & Brad Smith
Alison Tracy

Allison Broadgate
Allison Zazzi

Alyssa Kearns

Betsey Brock & Eric
Fredericksen

Carol & Jonathan Buchter

Corneil Vacirca
Cristin Gordon-Maclean
Cynthia Hennessy
Davora Lindner
Elissa Fink

Emily Parker

Erica Goldsmith
Erin Cochran

Gina Broze
Heather Van Epps
Heather Wind
Jacob Ness

Jennifer & Brad
Marquardt

Jennifer Christison

Jim & Laura Gamache
Joseph Peterson

Karen & Andrew Jacobs

Karen & Thomas
Boehling

Katy Philips

Kim Dean

Laura & Daniel James
Lawton & Steve Penn

Leah Graham

Libby Finnessy
Lisa Baer
Louis J. Phillips

Marrene Franich

Mary Bernson

Mary Minoo

Melissa Conerly
Nicole & Marc Walters
Patricia Ryan

Patti Brooke

Renee Jin

Sara Addicott

Sara Bathum & Stacy
Branum

Sarah Wilkins

Sarah Zee & Scott
Sammons

Sharon & Craig Campbell
Shauna Van Dongen
Sophie Hume
Susan Lewis

Tama Smith

Tova Elise Cubert

Tracy Wong

Donors of $250 and above are listed
here, for a complete list of donors,
visit lectures.org.




